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(54) Drill press having switched reluctance motor 

(57) Disclosed herein is a drill press including a ver- 
tical support post, a pivot assembly supported upon the 
support post, the pivot assembly being pivotable about 
a vertical axis defined by the post, a table supported on 
the pivot assembly, a head supported by the post at a 
location above the table, a rotatable chuck supported by 
the head, an induction motor driving the chuck; and a 
detent mechanism disposed between the pivot assem- 
bly and the post for identifying when the table is in a 
central location under the chuck. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a drill press with a 
switched reluctance motor, and more particularly, to a 
drill press with a switched reluctance motor having a var- 
iable speed and automatic braking for operating a 
mounted drill bit. 

Most prior art drill presses use universal motors and 
gear or belt reduction drives to power a mounted drill 
bit. For turning the universal motor on and off in a con- 
venient manner, a switch is utilised. Recent models of 
prior art drill presses may also employ a brake to shorten 
the coast downtime of a mounted drill bit. This is accom- 
plished by reconnecting the universal motor into a short 
circuited generator. This is sometimes referred to as "re- 
generative" braking or ■dynamic'' braking. A separate 
circuit operated by a second contact of the switch en- 
gages and disengages the brake. Unfortunately, the op- 
timum brush timing, or "brush lead,'' is different for a mo- 
tor and a generator. Thus, braking the motor in the man- 
ner described above increases wear and tear on the mo- 
tor brush and commutator. In addition, the braking action 
of a universal motor decreases sharply as the motor 
slows down, increasing the total stopping time. 

As will be seen in the discussion that follows, the 
present invention employs a switched reluctance motor 
which eliminates the aforementioned problems associ- 
ated with universal motors, particularly those that em- 
ploy regenerative or dynamic braking. 

The present invention is directed to a drill press hav- 
ing a switched reluctance motor. The drill press may also 
include a vertically disposed support post and a pivot 
assembly supported upon the support post. A table is 
supported on the pivot assembly. The pivot assembly is 
pivotable about a first substantially horizontal axis, with 
the table pivoting about the first horizontal axis jointly 
with the pivot assembly. The table also is pivotable rel- 
ative to the pivot assembly about a second substantially 
horizontal axis. 

An embodiment of a drill press will now be de- 
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a drill press ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a left side elevational view of a drill press 
table assembly forming part of the drill press shown 
in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing components 
of the table assembly of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a side elevational view of a fence and 
clamp assembly forming part of the drill press ac- 
cording to the invention; 

Figure 5 is a right side elevationaJ view of the drill 
press table assembly shown in Figure 2; 
Figure 6 is a left side elevational view of a second 
embodiment of a drill press table assembly forming 
part of the drill press shown in Figure 1 ; 



Figure 7 is a front elevational view of the drill press 
table assembly shown in Figure 2; 
Figure 8 is an overhead plan view of the drill press 
shown in Figure 2; 
5 Figure 8A is a close-up overhead view, partially in 
section, of a portion of the drill press shown in Fig- 
ure 8; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view showing a corner por- 
tion of the table assembly of Figure 2; 
io Figure t OA is a cross-sectional view of the corner 
portion shown in Figure 9; 

Figure 1 0B is a side elevational view of the corner 
portion shown in Figure 9; 

Figure 11 A is a perspective view showing a third 
15 embodiment of a drill press table assembly forming 
part of the drill press shown in Figure 1 ; 
Figure 11 B is a close-up perspective view showing 
a comer portion of the drill press table assembly of 
Figure 11A; 

20 Figure 12 is a perspective view showing a router 
attachment table forming part of the drill press 
shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 1 3 is a front elevational view showing the 
router attachment table of Figure 12; 
25 Figure 14 is a top plan view of a sliding fence as- 
sembly forming part of the drill press shown in Fig- 
ure 1; 

Figure 15 is a front elevation view of the fence as- 
sembly shown in Figure 14; 
30 Figure 1 6 is a right side elevational view of the fence 
assembly shown in Figure 14; and 
Figure 17 is a block diagram of a control circuit for 
operating a switched reluctance motor that drives 
the rotatably mounted saw blade. 

35 

With reference to Figures 1 and 2, drill press 1 in- 
cludes main support post 3, base 5 and head 7. Support 
post 3 may have a hollow cylindrical shape and fits with- 
in an opening formed in base 5 and is supported by base 

40 5 to extend vertically. Head 7 includes an opening which 
receives post 3 and is supported thereby. A convention- 
al chuck 202 and rotatable handle for raising or lowering 
the chuck extend from head 7 and do not form part of 
the invention. Similarly, a conventional drive mechanism 

45 for the chuck 202 is disposed within head 7. Also dis- 
posed within head 7 is motor 200 for driving chuck 202 
and switch 201 for turning motor 200 on or off . The motor 
200 can be a universal motor that is connected to a belt 
or gear reduction drive for driving the chuck 202. How- 

50 ever, it is preferable to use a switched reluctance motor 
instead as the motor 200 in the drill press 1 . 

As shown in Figure 17, a schematic control circuit 
is illustrated showing the switched reluctance motor 200 
electrically connected to the electronic motor drive 203 

55 and operated by the switch 201 in the head 7 of the drill 
press 1. As in prior drill presses, the switch 201 may 
include first and second contacts. Thus, upon activation 
of the switch 201 , the switched reluctance motor 200 is 
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energised to drive the chuck 202. Upon disactivation of 
the switch 201 , the second contact can be electrically 
connected to the electronic motor drive 203 to brake the 
switched reluctance motor 200. This will be similar to 
the present practice. 

Alternatively, the electronic motor drive 203 can be 
configured to sense that the switch 201 is open and then 
automatically brake the switched reluctance motor 200. 
Thus, the electronic motor drive 203 can be configured 
in any desired manner to work in conjunction with the 
switch 201 to brake the switched reluctance motor 200. 

Other variations are possible including the addition 
of a variable speed control to the switched reluctance 
motor 200. Another variation can include a soft start, i. 
e., relatively slow ramp up of motor speed, in the elec- 
tronic motor drive 203 in order to reduce the strain on a 
gear reduction drive as well as reduce the starting in 
rush current to the switched reluctance motor 200. This 
is an advantage when long extension cords are used. 

From the foregoing, it will now be appreciated that 
the drill press with switched reluctance motor eliminates 
wear and tear on brushes and commutators as in prior 
art universal motors as well as eliminates regenerative 
or dynamic braking associated with the universal motor. 
Wear and tear is substantially eliminated because 
switched reluctance motors rely upon semiconductor 
switches and complex logic to operate. Because 
switched reluctance motors are capable of braking, as 
a result of the semiconductor switches and logic, they 
can be controlled to provide braking down to near zero 
speed, thus reducing the total stopping time. 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, cylindrical casting 4 is 
disposed about support post 3 and circular plate 6 is fix- 
edly secured to casting 4. Table assembly 1 0 is secured 
to circular plate 6. Circular plate 6 includes central open- 
ing 6a formed therethrough and pointer 6b (Figure 8) 
disposed generally at the uppermost point on the cir- 
cumference. 

With further reference to Figures 2, 3, 5 and 7, table 
assembly 10 further includes table 11 which is secured 
to pivot assembly 20. Table 11 has a reduced thickness 
at the left and right front corners so as to form generally 
square cut-out regions 1 1 a. Clamp plates 1 2 are remov- 
ably disposed in cut-out regions 11a, as described fur- 
ther below. Table assembly 1 0 further includes rectan- 
gular brackets 19 which extend downwardly from the 
lower surface of table 11 . Brackets 19 include two holes 
19a and extends forwardly from the rear of table 11 to a 
termination point just to the rear of cut-out regions 11a. 

Table 11 further includes two slots 13 formed in the 
upper surface. Slots 1 3 extend from front to rear of table 
1 1 and have a T-shaped cross-section formed by oppo- 
site, overhanging lips 1 3a. A plurality of circular vertical 
openings 14 are formed through the upper surface of 
table 11. Preferably, openings 14 extend entirely 
through the width of table 11. A plurality of horizontal 
circular channels 48 are formed within table 11 so as to 
extend substantially parallel to the upper surface of the 



table. Two pairs of channels 48 are formed through the 
front end surface of table 11 and extend to the rear end 
surface of the table. Similarly shaped pairs of channels 
50 extend from one side of table 11 towards the other 
5 side, generally perpendicular to channels 48. As shown 
in Figure 8, the pair of channels 50 which begins on the 
left side of the table is offset from the pair of channels 
50 which extends from the right side of the table. The 
function and structure of slots 13 and channels 48 and 

10 50 are described in greater detail below. 

Pivot assembly 20 further includes wishbone table 
assembly support (wishbone) 22 having centre arm 24, 
and forwardly extending side arms 26. Centre arm 24 
includes circular portion 24a having central hole 24b and 

15 arc-shaped opening 24c formed therethrough. Locking 
clamp 25 is disposed through arc-shaped opening 24c. 
Locking clamp 25 is a conventional adjustable handle, 
and includes a cylindrical base, a handle portion extend- 
ing obliquely from one end of the base, and a screw- 

20 threaded extension extending axially from the other end 
of the base. The screw-threaded end is disposed in cor- 
responding screw-threading in circular plate 6. A washer 
is disposed about the screw-threaded end and friction- 
ally engages the surface of wishbone 22 at the location 

25 of arcuate opening 24c when clamp 25 is tightened. Side 
arms 26 include forward ends 27 having upper and low- 
er holes 27a and 27b. Forward ends 27 have a slightly 
greater vertical dimension than the remaining portions 
of side arms 26. Wishbone 22 is secured to circular plate 

30 6 by pivot pin 23 disposed through central hole 24b and 
hole 6a formed in plate 6. Circular portion 24a includes 
scale 24d formed on the upper circumference. 

When locking clamp 25 is rotated so as to loosen 
the engagement of the washer on circular portion 24a, 

35 wishbone 22 may be rotated about pivot pin 23 and thus 
about a horizontal axis which is generally perpendicular 
to the planes of plate 6 and circular portion 24a. The 
screw-threaded extension of clamp 25 slides within ar- 
cuate opening 24c during rotation. Since, as described 

40 further below, table 11 is secured to wishbone 22, table 
1 1 also is pivoted about this axis. The degree of rotation 
with respect to the vertical of wishbone 22 is shown by 
pointer 6b on scale 24d. In particular, pointer 6b indi- 
cates the degree of rotation of table 11 with respect to 

45 a vertical plane which is perpendicular to the front and 
rear edges of the table. In other words, the scale indi- 
cates the degree of side to side rotation of table 11. 
Locking clamp 25 is tightened to secure wishbone 22 in 
the desired position. 

so Pivot assembly 20 further includes trunnions 30 
having a semi-oval shape. Each trunnion 30 includes 
upper through holes 30a, central pivot hole 30b, and ar- 
cuate slot 30c formed through the lower periphery. Trun- 
nions 30 are secured for pivoting motion, outwardly of 

55 each side arm 26 of wishbone 22, by pivot pins 31 dis- 
posed through pivot holes 30b and upper holes 27a. 
Conventional adjustable locking clamp 32 having the 
same structure as described for locking clamp 25 has a 
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screw-threaded end disposed through arcuate slot 30c 
of each trunnion 30, and extending into screw-threaded 
lower holes 27b. Locking clamps 32 include washer el- 
ements 32a disposed adjacent the surface of trunnions 
30. Clamps 32 may be tightened by rotation to force the 5 
washers into frictional engagement against the trun- 
nions and securely clamp the trunnions against side 
arms 26 of wishbone 22, to thereby preclude the trun- 
nions from pivoting relative to wishbone 22. Alternative- 
ly, clamps 32 may be rotated to release the frictional en- 10 
gagement and thereby allow trunnions 30 to pivot rela- 
tive to side arms 26. During such pivoting of trunnions 
30, arcuate slots 30c move along the locations where 
clamps 32 extend therethrough. 

Screws 34 extend through upper through holes 30a is 
in trunnions 30 and corresponding holes 1 9a in brackets 
19. Nuts 36 are disposed on the extending ends of 
screws 34 and thereby secure each side of table 11 to 
one trunnion 30. Table 11 may be pivoted from a gener- 
ally horizontal position as shown Figures 2 and 5, about 20 
a horizontal axis parallel to the front and rear ends of 
the table, to a position in which the table is inclined for- 
wardly downwardly with respect to the user, as shown 
in Figures 1 and 11a. Table 11 is allowed to pivot by loos- 
ening clamps 32 as described above to allow pivoting 2s 
of trunnions 30, and is fixed in any desired angle by re- 
tightening the clamps. In a preferred embodiment, table 
1 1 may pivot or tilt between at least 0° and 45° relative 
to a vertical plane which extends substantially parallel 
to the front and rear edges of the table. Trunnions 30 30 
may also include scale 36 formed along arcuate slots 
30c to show the pivot angle at which table 11 has been 
fixed. 

With further reference to Figures 1 , 2, 5, and 7, trun- 
nions 30 also may include locking pins 38 which fit 35 
through an opening formed in the trunnions. Locking 
pins 38 include a protrusion which extends through trun- 
nions 30 and into one of a plurality of holes 39 formed 
through side arms 26 at various locations along an arc 
which is centred about pivot holes 30b, that is, along an 40 
arc traversed by arcuate slots 30c when trunnions 30 
are pivoted. The locations of holes 39 correspond to pre- 
determined preferred pivot angles for table 11. Locking 
pins 38 are biased, for example, by spring biasing such 
that the protrusions extend through holes 39 to thereby 45 
lock trunnions 30 at one of the predetermined pivot an- 
gles. In order to adjust the pivot angle of table 11 , locking 
pins 38 are pulled outwardly against the spring bias to 
remove the protrusions from holes 39 and thereby allow 
trunnions 30 to pivot. After a desired predetermined piv- so 
ot angle is reached, locking pins 38 are released. If table 
11 has been pivoted to one of the predetermined pivot 
angles, the protrusions will extend through the corre- 
sponding holes 39 and help secure trunnions 30 at the 
desired angle. If table 11 has not been pivoted to a pre- 55 
determined pivot angle, the locking pin protrusions wilt 
simply rest against the surface of arms 26. In either 
case, locking clamp 32 will be re-tightened to secure ta- 



ble 11 in the desired position. 

With reference to Figure 6, a second embodiment 
of the table assembly is shown as table assembly 10*. 
Assembly 1 0* includes table 1 1 ' which includes brackets 
19' having elongated slots 1 9a\ instead of holes 1 9a as 
in table 11. Slots 19a' allow the horizontal position of 
table 11' to be adjusted relative to trunnions 30. In par- 
ticular, the horizontal position may be adjusted by loos- 
ening nuts 36, and pulling or pushing table 11 1 to a de- 
sired position with screws 34 sliding in slots 1 9a'. The 
nuts are re-tightened to secure table 1V in the desired 
position. Accordingly, table 11' may be moved away 
from or towards support post 3. In all other respects, ta- 
ble assembly 10' is identical to table assembly 10. 

With further reference to Figures 5-8A, a vertical 
height adjustment mechanism for table 11 is shown. The 
mechanism includes cylindrical casting 4 which is se- 
cured about support post 3. Casting 4 is split at the rear 
to form two "halves" which each include rearwardly ex- 
tending clamping projection 4c having screw-threaded 
openings. Clamp arm 4d includes a screw-threaded pro- 
jection which extends into the screw-threaded openings 
of clamping projections 4c. By rotating clamp arm 4d, 
projections 4c may be forced apart to thereby loosen the 
engagement of each "half" of casting 4 about support 
post 3. Casting 4 is then free to move along support post 
3. 

Casting 4 further includes height adjustment hous- 
ing 4a having a conventional pinion gear (not shown) 
disposed therein and rotatable handle 4b linked to the 
pinion gear. The pinion gear meshes with rack 3a which 
extends along the length of support post 3 and is se- 
cured at the top within collar 3e and at the bottom by an 
upwardly extending portion 5a of base 5 so as to be free- 
ly rotatable about post 3. When handle 4b and thus the 
pinion gear are rotated, the gear moves along rack 3a 
to thereby raise or lower casting 4 along support post 3 
to adjust the vertical position of wishbone 22 relative to 
support post 3. Thus the vertical position of table 11 may 
be adjusted. When table 11 is in its desired vertical po- 
sition, clamp arm 4d is rotated to tighten projections 4c 
and secure casting 4 and thus table 11 . 

As described above, rack 3a is freely rotatable 
about support post 3. Accordingly, when casting 4 is 
loosened by rotation of handle 4d, the casting may be 
freely rotated about post 3, with the pinion gear remain- 
ing in mesh with rack 3a and causing the rack to rotate 
about post 3. This rotatability of casting 4 allows table 
11 to be pivoted about a vertical axis defined by post 3. 
With reference to Figure 8A, support post 3 includes 
centrally located, vertically extending front notch 3b. 
Notch 3b is formed directly to the rear of the centre of 
the drill chuck. Casting 4 includes rectangular notch 4e 
formed on the interior cylindrical surface. Notch 4e is 
located on a horizontaJ axis which extends through the 
centre of table 22. Spring 3d is disposed in notch 4e and 
biases ball bearing 3c outwardly from notch 4e. When 
casting 4 and table 11 are rotated, ball bearing 3c is 
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forced out of notch 3b against the spring bias. Ball bear- 
ing 3c is forced into notch 4e and rides along the surface 
of support post 3 during rotation. After rotation, when it 
is desired to re-centre table 1 1 under the drill chuck, the 
table and casting 4 are rotated until notch 4e is opposite 
notch 3b. When the centre location is reached, spring 
3d biases ball bearing 3c back into notch 3b. Since the 
ball bearing and notches provide some resistance to ro- 
tation of casting 4, this arrangement identifies when ta- 
ble 11 has reached the centre location. Thereafter, han- 
dle 4d is rotated to secure casting 4 and table 1 1 against 
further rotation. 

As described above, the present invention provides 
a drill press in which the position of the table may be 
adjusted in four ways. Table 11 may be pivoted towards 
the user about a horizontal axis parallel to the front edge, 
or from side-to-side about a horizontal axis parallel to 
the side edges. The vertical height of the table also can 
be adjusted, and the table may be pivoted about a ver- 
tical axis. By making use of these four degrees of move- 
ment, a user may position the table and thus a work- 
piece in an optimum position. 

With further reference to Figures 1 and 7-1 OB, tel- 
escoping extension arm assembly 40 forming part of the 
invention is disclosed. Assembly 40 includes clamp 
plates 12 disposed in cut-out regions 11a as described 
above, and telescoping extension arm 42. Extension 
arm 42 may be clamped by clamp plates 1 2 in any one 
of six positions extending outwardly from table 11 to pro- 
vide support for the extending portion of a workpiece. 
Extension arm 42 includes a pair of cylindrical or tubular 
extension rails 44 and support plate 46 secured to the 
ends of rails 44 by a pair of nuts. Support plate 46 has 
an overall rectangular shape. 

As described above, table assembly 10 includes 
two pair of horizontal channels 48 extending substan- 
tially parallel to the side edges of table 11 from the front 
and back edges of the table. Table assembly 10 also 
includes two pair of horizontal, generally circular chan- 
nels 50 extending substantially parallel to the front edge 
of table 11 from the left and right edges of the table. 
Channels 48 and 50 have a substantially circular cross- 
section. With specific reference to Figures 6, 7 and 9, 
the laterally inner channel 48 of each pair is formed en- 
tirely within table 11 . However, the outer channel 48 of 
each pair is formed by semi-circular openings disposed 
in the lower surface of table 11 at the locations of cut- 
out portions 1 1 a and corresponding semi-circular open- 
ings formed in the upper surface of clamp plates 12. 
Similarly, the rear channel 50 of each pair is formed en- 
tirely within table 11, while the forward channel 50 of 
each pair is formed by openings in both table 11 and 
clamp plate 12. The diameter of channels 48 and 50 is 
substantially the same as the diameter of extension rails 
44. 

Vertical through holes 52 are formed in clamp plates 
1 2 and corresponding screw-threaded openings 54 are 
formed in the lower surface of table 11. Holes 52 and 



openings 54 are offset from channels 48 and 50. Clamps 
56 have screw-threaded ends 58 which are disposed 
through holes 52 and into openings 54 to adjustably se- 
cure clamp plates 12 within cut-out portions 11a. 

5 Clamps 56 may be rotated so as to loosely hold clamp 
plates 12 against the lower surface of table 11 . Alterna- 
tively, clamps 56 may be tightened to securely hold 
clamp plates 12 against the lower surface of table 11. 
Support plate 46 is positioned outwardly of table 11 by 

io inserting rails 44 within one pair of channels 48 or 50 
when clamp plates 1 2 are only loosely held against table 
1 1 . When support plate 46 is positioned at any desired 
location relative to the edge of table 11 , clamp 56 is then 
tightened to securely hold clamp plates 12 against the 

*5 lower surface of table 11 , thereby locking one extension 
rail 44 of arm 42 within the channel which is formed joint- 
ly by table 11 and clamp 12. 

Support plate 46 provides support for the extending 
portion of workpiece 100 as shown in Figure 10b. Chan- 

20 nels 48 open on both the left and right sides at the front 
and rear of table 11, and channels 50 open on the left 
and right edges of table 11 . Thus, support plate 46 can 
be positioned outwardly of either the left or right edge 
of table 11, as shown in Figures 7 and 8. Alternatively, 

25 as shown in Figures 8 and 1 0a, support plate 46 can be 
positioned in front of or behind table 11 on either the 
right or left side. Furthermore, two extension arms 42 
can be secured to table 11 at any time. In particular, 
since channels 50 extending from the left side of table 

30 1 1 are offset from channels 50 extending from the right 
side, each extension arm 42 may be inserted in one pair 
of channels 50 so as to allow plates 46 to extend from 
the opposite sides of table 11 , as shown in Figure 8. Al- 
ternatively, one arm 42 can be inserted in each pair of 

35 channels 48 so as to provide plates 46 extending from 
each side of the front or back of table 1 1 . Accordingly, 
either the effective width or the effective length of table 
1 1 may be increased. 

With reference to Figures 11 A and 11B, a second 

40 embodiment of the telescoping extension arm assembly 
is shown. Telescoping assembly 40* includes table 111 
and clamp plates 112 in which both channels of each 
pair of channels 48 and 50 are formed by semi-circular 
openings disposed in the lower surface of table 111 at 

4S the locations of cut-out portions 1 1 a and corresponding 
semi-circular openings formed in the upper surface of 
clamp plates 112. Thus, both rails 44 of extension arms 
42 are clamped between table 111 and plates 11 2. In all 
other respects, assembly 40* is identical to assembly 40. 

so Though the telescoping extension arm assembly 
has been described as including clamp plates 1 2 and 
112 which fit within cutout portions of table 11 and 111, 
it is understood that telescoping extension arms 42 may 
be clamped in other ways. For example, table 11 need 

55 not include cutout regions and may have a substantially 
constant cross section. Rails 44 may include a plurality 
of through holes which may be lined-up with screw- 
threaded through holes formed directly in the table. The 
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screw-threaded end of the locking clamp would extend 
through the holes of rails 44 within table 11 to secure 
the rails at a desired location. Furthermore, though 
holes 48 and 50 and rails 44 have been described as 
circular, other shapes could be used as well. For exam- s 
pie, the holes and rails could have a rectangular or 
square cross-section. 

With further reference to Figures 4 and 1 4-1 6, a slid- 
ing guide fence and vertical clamp assembly are shown. 
Sliding guide fence 70 includes vertical fence wall 72 10 
having a flat rear surface and integrally formed lower 
guide rail 72a which extends downwardly from fence 
wall 72. Guide rail 72a has a rectangular cross-section 
and extends from just in front of wall 72 to a termination 
point to the rear of wall 72. Handle mount 76 also is in- *5 
tegrally formed with wall 72 and has a semi-oval shape. 
Mount 76 extends from the front of wall 72, at a location 
above guide rail 72a. Through hole 76a extends through 
mount 76 and guide rail 72a. Bolt 74 is square or rec- 
tangular and includes screw-threaded open ing 74a. Bolt 20 
74 is disposed below guide rail 72a such that opening 
74a is coincident with opening 76a. Guide rail 72a and 
bolt 74 jointly have a T-shaped cross -section generally 
corresponding to the cross-section of T-shaped slots 1 3 
of table 11 . In particular, the width of guide rail 72a is 25 
about the same as the distance between opposite over- 
hanging lips 13a and the width of bolt 74 is about the 
same as the width of slots 1 3 below lips 1 3a. 

Handle 78 is conventional and includes shaft 78b 
having a screw-threaded lower end which extends 30 
through opening 76a and into screw-threaded opening 
74a of bolt 74. Handle 78 further includes cylindrical 
support 78a, and handle arm 78c integrally formed with 
and extending from support 78a. Support 78a is dis- 
posed about shaft 78b such that when arm 78c and sup- 35 
port 78a are raised, support 78a may rotate relative to 
shaft 78b, thereby allowing the position of arm 78c rel- 
ative to wall 72 to be adjusted. However, when arm 78c 
and support 78a are lowered, rotation of arm 78c and 
support 78a causes rotation of shaft 78b. 40 

In order to secure guide fence 70 at a desired loca- 
tion on table 1 1 , guide rail 72a and loosened bolt 74 are 
slidingly received in one of T-shaped slots 13. 
Accordingly, fence wall 72 of guide fence 70 may be po- 
sitioned at any location from the front to the rear edge 45 
of table 1 1 . When the desired location is reached handle 
arm 78c and support 78a are rotated while in the lower 
position, thereby causing rotation of screw-threaded 
shaft 78b. Since bolt 74 has generally the same width 
as slot 13 below lips 1 3a and a greater width than the so 
distance between lips 1 3a, bolt 74 is constrained from 
rotation, and is instead raised upwardly towards the low- 
er surface of guide rail 72a and overhanging tips 13a of 
slot 13. Bolt 74 is brought into tight frictional engage- 
ment with lips 1 3a to thereby secure guide fence 70 at 55 
the desired location. By rotation of handle arm 78c in 
the opposite direction, bolt 74 may be loosened, allow- 
ing guide fence 70 to be moved along the surface of ta- 



ble 11, or removed entirely from table 12. 

Guide fence 70 further includes two vertically ex- 
tending cylindrical holes 71. Holes 71 are disposed on 
opposite sides of mount 76, and are formed partially 
within the plane of wall 72 and partially within semi-cyl- 
inders 73 which extend outwardly from the front face of 
wall 72. Overhanging flats 75 are disposed within holes 
72, and project inwardly from one side. With reference 
to Figure 4, clamps 80 may be disposed within holes 71 . 
Clamps 80 include support arm 82 having upper hori- 
zontal portion 82b and vertical pole portion 82a extend- 
ing downwardly from one end of portion 82b. Pole por- 
tion 82a is cylindrical and at the lower end has a de- 
creasing diameter which expands into knob 82c. Knob 
82c has an upper projecting lip which extends partially 
around the upper circumference. Pole 82a fits within 
hole 71 and is secured therein by rotating the upper pro- 
jection lip so as to engage beneath flat 75. Clamps 80 
also include screw-threaded shaft 84 which fits within a 
corresponding screw-threaded opening in upper hori- 
zontal portion 82b. Clamp disc 86 is secured at the lower 
end of shaft 84. By rotating shaft 84, clamp disc 86 may 
be raised or lowered. 

As discussed, guide fence 70 may be slided along 
either one of guide slots 13 and then locked in the de- 
sired location. Wall 72 of fence 70 provides support for 
one side of a workpiece to help maintain the position 
during operation of the drill press. The position of the 
workpiece can be further secured by use of clamp 80 
which is inserted in guide fence 70 with knob 82c se- 
cured under flat 75. Clamp plate 86 is then lowered into 
contact with a workpiece to secure the position. Alter- 
natively, clamps 80 may be disposed directly within 
holes 14 disposed through the upper surface of table 
11, at various locations. Holes 14 include flats or lips 
1 4a under which knobs 82c would be disposed to secure 
clamps 80 in place. 

With reference to Figures 1,3,12 and 1 3, a remov- 
able inner table and router attachment is shown. Table 
11 includes a square centre opening having inwardly 
projecting ledges 92 around the periphery. Inner table 
90 is removably disposed in the opening and rests upon 
ledges 92. This removability of inner table 90 allows the 
table to be replaced when worn out due to use of the 
drill press, without requiring that the entire table 11 be 
replaced. Since the centre portion of the table is most 
likely to wear out under long-term use, the provision of 
a removable centre table insert provides for economical 
maintenance of the drill press. 

With further reference to Figures 8, 1 2 and 1 3, inner 
table 90 includes centre circular opening 94, and four 
smaller screw openings 96 disposed about centre open- 
ing 94. Screw openings 96 are disposed generally equi- 
distant along the periphery of a circle having opening 94 
at the centre. Conventionally operating router 110 in- 
cludes router bit 102 extending through an opening in 
disc 112 secured to the lower surface of the router. Disc 
112 includes a plurality of screw-threaded holes 114 
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formed at locations which correspond to the locations of 
screw holes 96 in inner table 90. Router 110 is inverted 
and removably secured to inner table 90 by a plurality 
of screws 98 disposed through holes 96 and 114, with 
router bit 1 02 extending through circular opening 94. Ac- 5 
cordingly, the chuck of a drill press according to the 
present invention may also be used to hold a guide pin 
as in a conventional pin router As shown in Figure 13, 
router bit 102 will be axially aligned with the guide pin. 
Alternatively, if it is desired to have the router bit off-cen- 10 
tre with respect to the guide pin, such off -centering can 
be obtained by pivoting table 11 about the vertical axis 
defined by support post 3, as described above. Though 
inner table 90 is shown as including provisions for a rout- 
er attachment, table 90 also can be provided without is 
such an attachment. 

Claims 

20 

1 . A drill press comprising: 

a vertical support post; 

a pivot assembly supported upon said support 

post, said pivot assembly being pivotable about 25 

a vertical axis defined by said post; 

a table supported on said pivot assembly; 

a head supported by said post at a location 

above said table; 

a rotatable chuck supported by said head; 30 
a switched reluctance motor driving the chuck; 
and 

a detent mechanism disposed between the piv- 
ot assembly and the post for identifying when 
said table is in a central location under said 35 
chuck. 

2. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said detent mech- 
anism comprises a spring disposed in said pivot as- 
sembly, a ball biased against the post by said 40 
spring, and a indexing notch in said post for receiv- 
ing the ball. 

3. The drill press of claim 1 , further comprising means 

for raising and lowering the chuck relative to the ta- *s 
ble. 

4. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said pivot assem- 
bly is movable in the vertical direction along said 
post and fixable in a selected vertical location to so 
thereby allow said table to be pivoted about the ver- 
tical axis and fixed in a selected vertical location. 

5. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said pivot assem- 
bly is pivotable about a first axis, with said table piv- S5 
oting about said first axis jointly with said pivot as- 
sembly, said table is pivotable relative to said pivot 
assembly about a second axis. 



6. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said table is mov- 
able relative to said pivot assembly towards or away 
from said post. 

7. The drill press of claim 5, wherein the first axis is 
substantially horizontal. 

8. The drill press of claim 7, wherein the second axis 
is substantially horizontal. 

9. The drill press of claim 5, wherein said second axis 
is substantially perpendicular to said first axis. 

10. The drill press of claim 1 , said pivot assembly com- 
prising: 

a table support having a centre arm and side 
arms extending from said centre arm, said cen- 
tre arm secured to said post so as to be pivot- 
able about said first horizontal axis with said 
first horizontal axis intersecting said post; and 
a trunnion secured to each said side arm, said 
trunnions pivotable relative to said side arms 
about said second horizontal axis, said trun- 
nions secured to said table. 

1 1 . The drill press of claim 1 0, at least one said trunnion 
including a biased locking pin extending there- 
through, at least one said side arm including a plu- 
rality of holes formed therethrough along an arc 
substantially centred about said second horizontal 
axis, wherein, when said biased locking pin is dis- 
posed adjacent one of said holes, said pin will be 
biased into said hole to lock said at least one trun- 
nion at a predetermined pivot angle about said sec- 
ond horizontal axis. 

12. The drill press of claim 10, said table including 
brackets having slots, said table secured to said 
trunnions by fasteners extending through said trun- 
nions and said slots, so that said table is movable 
towards or way from said post with said fasteners 
sliding in said slots. 

13. The drill press of claim 1, further comprising: 

a clamp plate adjustably secured to said table; 
and 

a telescoping extension arm, said arm fixably 
securable at selected locations relative to said 
table by said clamp plate. 

14. The dril I press of claim 1 3, said table and said clamp 
plate jointly defining a channel, said telescoping ex- 
tension arm including an extension rail, wherein, 

said rail is slidably disposable within said 
channel and may be clamped between said clamp 
plate and said table to fixably secure said arm. 
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1 5. The drill press of claim 1 4, said table defined by up- 
per and lower surfaces and sides and ends, said 
table having a reduced thickness at a corner to form 
a cut-out region, said clamp plate fitting within said 
cut-out region, said table including an opening ex- s 
tending from one of the side and ends of the table, 
said clamp plate including a corresponding opening 
such that when said clamp plate is located in said 
cut-out region, said openings jointly define a portion 

of said channel with said channel extending be- 10 
tween the upper and lower surfaces. 

16. The drill press of claim 1 5, said table further includ- 
ing a second channel formed entirely within said ta- 
ble, said arm including a second extension rail, is 
wherein, 

said second extension rail is slidably dispos- 
able within said second channel. 

17. The drill press of claim 14, said table and said clamp 20 
plate jointly defining a second channel extending 
between the upper and lower surfaces, said second 
channel extending substantially perpendicular to 
said first channel, wherein, 

said rail is slidably disposable within said sec- 25 
ond channel and may be clamped between said 
clamp plate and said table. 

18. The drill press of claim 13, said table including a 
screw-threaded opening, said clamp plate including 30 
a vertical through hole formed at a location corre- 
sponding to said screw-threaded opening, said drill 
press further including a clamp having a screw- 
threaded end which may be disposed through said 
through hole and into said screw-threaded opening 35 
to adjustably secure said clamp plate to said table. 

19. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said table has an 
upper surface, and the drill press further comprising 

a guide fence slidably disposable along said upper 40 
surface of said table and securable at selectable lo- 
cations. 

20. The drill press of claim 1 9, said table including a slot 
extending along said upper surface, said guide *s 
fence including a guide rail, said guide rail slidably 
fitting within said slot. 

21. The drill press of claim 20, said guide rail including 

an opening, said guide fence including a bolt having so 
a screw-threaded opening, said bolt disposed be- 
low said guide rail within said slot and with said bolt 
opening coincident with said rail opening, said 
guide fence further including a screw-threaded 
shaft extending through said rail opening and into ss 
said bolt opening, said slot having overhanging lips, 
wherein, when said shaft is rotated in a first direc- 
tion, said bolt is raised towards said lips to secure 



said guide fence at a selected location, and when 
said shaft is rotated in a second direction, said bolt 
is lowered away from said lips to allow said guide 
fence to be slided along said slot. 

22. The drill press of claim 20, said guide fence includ- 
ing a vertically extending cylindrical hole, said drill 
press further comprising a clamp removably dispos- 
able within said hole, said clamp including a verti- 
cally movable clamping element which may be low- 
ered to secure a workpiece against said table and 
which may be raised to release a workpiece. 

23. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said table has an 
upper surface, said upper surface including a plu- 
rality of holes, the drill press further comprising a 
clamp including a support arm removably disposa- 
ble within said holes to removably secure said 
clamp to said table, said clamp further including a 
vertically movable clamping element which may be 
lowered to secure a workpiece against said table 
and which may be raised to release a workpiece. 

24. The drill press of claim 1 , wherein said table has an 
upper surface with an opening, further comprising 
an inner table removably disposable and supporta- 
ble within said opening. 

25. The drill press of claim 24, said table including ledg- 
es disposed about the periphery of said opening, 
said inner table resting upon said ledges. 

26. The drill press of claim 1 , further comprising a router 
secured to said table in an inverted position, said 
router comprising a router bit, said router bit extend- 
ing through an opening in the table. 
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(54) Drill press having switched reluctance motor 

(57) Disclosed herein is a drill press including a ver- 
tical support post, a pivot assembly supported upon the 
support post, the pivot assembly being pivotable about 
a vertical axis defined by the post, a table supported on 
the pivot assembly, a head supported by the post at a 
location above the table, a rotatable chuck supported by 
the head, an induction motor driving the chuck; and a 
detent mechanism disposed between the pivot assem- 
bly and the post for identifying when the table is in a 
central location under the chuck. 
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